
PROJECT for INFORMED REFORM (“PIR”) 

One Semester Clinic 
Professor Deirdre M. Enright 
Credits: 4  

There is currently a groundswell for criminal justice reform.  At the same time, much is being written 
about the lack of hard facts and reliable data to inform these changes.  This clinic aims to step into that 
void and take on collaborative projects to produce those hard facts and reliable data for all types of 
organizations in the criminal justice reform movement needing that information. Some students may have 
to travel as far as Richmond, Virginia this semester to review files on a weekday, so a car would be 
useful, although not essential.  Also, having a full day with no classes would also be useful, but not 
essential.  The goal is to produce white papers, research papers and/or testimony in support of legislation 
related to criminal justice reform.  Clinic students should expect to devote a minimum of 12 – 15 hours to 
clinic work each week. 

Interested students must apply and be accepted to enroll in the clinic. ONCE YOU ENROLL IN THE 
CLINIC, YOU MAY NOT DROP.  To apply, please forward a resume, an unofficial transcript and a 
brief letter explaining your interest in the Innocence Project Clinic to Professors Deirdre M. Enright 
(deirdre@virginia.edu) no later than September 24, 2021.  Selected students will be notified via e-mail 
before the commencement of the enrollment lottery process. Although grades and experience are 
relevant considerations, your motivation and commitment to this work will be the primary consideration 
in selecting clinic students. Remember that your letter of interest is our only source for evaluating those 
qualities.   

Enrollment Limitation: Students may enroll in one clinic per semester. On a space-available basis, 
students may petition to enroll in a second clinical offering after the add/drop period has ended. 

 
Prerequisite: Second- or third-year status. Criminal Procedure and Evidence recommended, but not 
required. 

 
Course Requirement: As mentioned above, having access to a car for travel purposes is extremely 
helpful, as would be having a full day with no classes. Please indicate in your letter of interest whether 
you have access to a car for use in investigations, and whether you have a full day without classes. (You 
will be reimbursed for your mileage.) 

 


